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It’s my tree why do I need you?
When Landscape Architect - Arborists Can Help

• Tree Inventories & Comprehensive Assessments

• Assessing health of new and/or existing trees

• Hazardous?  Healthy?  Are there "targets"?

• Tree Planting Master Planning and Design

• Determining locations of new trees – macro-level

• Street tree master planning – per Ordinance, covenants, etc.

• Construction BMP’s & Tree Protection Planning

• Development of new sites

• Environmentally sensitive sites – historic/sensitive trees

• Tree Maintenance Recommendations and/or Plans

• New Tree Selection Services – at the nursery

• Determining values of existing trees  [$, etc.]
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Tree Inventories and Assessments

Inventories are Performed to Quantify:
• Amount of trees

• Species variation

• Locations of trees on a given site

• Missing trees – If a previous plan has been followed or provided

• Plant material health/conditions – structure, roots, diseases, location constraints

• Soil conditions – pH, organics, soil structure (sand, silt, clay), CEC, etc.

Assessments are Performed to:
• Place qualitative data on trees

• Make recommendations based on health, location, species, characteristics 

• "Risk Assessments" identify issues as related to liabilities – Failure potential, hazards, targets, etc.

• Put together overall "Big Picture" for landscape
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Tree Inventories and Assessments

Evaluating Total Tree 

Health/Constraints Assessing Flaws/Potential Failures

Measurements
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Tree Inventories and Assessments

Individual Tree 

Reports
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Tree Inventories and Assessments

Soils Reporting
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Tree Planting Master Planning & Design

Reasons Supporting Tree Planting Master Planning:
• Gives an overall plan for an area to be developed and/or implemented 

over time – macro-level

• Where do new trees or stands of trees go?

• Public or private lands consideration

• Takes future construction and development into account

• Soils, water bodies, structures, solar orientation

• Legal requirements – Street trees and development plans

• Trees required or forbidden 

• Sizes permitted

• "Right Tree for the Right Place“

• Evaluates findings of inventories and analyses

• Considers existing and new trees

• Considers site conditions – water, sun, soil

• Incorporates findings into long-term “living” and adapted plans
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Tree Planting Master Planning & Design

Master Plan to Site Design:

Large general concepts 

broken into small highly 

specific constructible plans

• Sizes

• Species

• Elevations

• Etc.

Overall Master Plan:

• Conveys “Big Picture” ideas

• Doesn’t give specific details
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Tree Planting Master Planning & Design

“Right Tree in the Right Place”
(Courtesy of LGE/KU)

Wellington Place Condos

Avoidable Scenarios

Soil or 

Concrete???

No Space for Roots!

Who was here first???



L A N D S C A P E P L A N N I N G + D E S I G N + U R B A N F O R E S T R Y

It’s my tree why do I need you?
When Landscape Architect - Arborists Can Help

• Tree Inventories & Comprehensive Assessments

• Assessing health of new and/or existing trees

• Hazardous?  Healthy?  Are there "targets"?

• Tree Planting Master Planning and Design

• Determining locations of new trees – macro-level

• Street tree master planning – per Ordinance, covenants, etc.

• Construction BMP’s & Tree Protection Planning

• Development of new sites

• Environmentally sensitive sites – historic/sensitive trees

• Tree Maintenance Recommendations and/or Plans

• New Tree Selection Services – at the nursery

• Determining values of existing trees  [$, etc.]



L A N D S C A P E P L A N N I N G + D E S I G N + U R B A N F O R E S T R Y

Construction Mitigation & Tree Protection Planning 
Preserving and Protecting Trees Before, During and After Construction

Best Management Practices

Tree Protection Strategies/Methodologies

Appropriate Construction/Installation 

Detailing Industry Standards are the go-to
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Tree Maintenance Recommendations/Plans 
Preserving and Protecting Trees Before, During and After Construction

PLA is able to Provide Recommendations to:

• Help insure extended life and good health

• Help take some of the guessing out of maintenance
• No two Trees or plants are the same

• Make recommendations to Owner of reputable landscape maintenance 

companies and what they should look for when selecting a company:
• Do they have certified professionals on staff?  [Ethical standards] Legally 

required licenses (Commercial Applicator license, etc.)

• Will they follow ANSI standards?  Agree to?

• Who will perform the work?

• Will they wear ANSI & OSHA required PPE?

• What are other examples of work done by them

• Do they have training? – Proper mulching, pruning, fertilization

• Will they “top” your trees, hedge all shrubs, use correct mulches, 

select proper plants for the site?
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Caring for the Tree…
Pruning & Maintenance

TOPPING IS BAD!!!

My Neighborhood – Open Gates

Palomar Hills

Palomar Hills

Palomar Hills
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New Tree Selection Services
At the Nursery or Garden Center Reseller

PLA is able to select desirable plant materials:

• The ability to identify healthy nursery stock

• Identify major rooting issues or root ball issues
• B&B plants

• Container plants

• Identification of good plant structure

• Narrowly crotched trees/branch unions

• Included bark

• Co-dominant leaders

• Identify poorly grown plant material

• Showing effects of tight liner growth in nursery or failure to thrive

• Select proper material per project specifications and details

• Size matters – you pay for size and correct species

• Verify everything before it goes into the ground
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New Tree Selection Services

Healthy vs. Non-healthy Plant 

Material – Ex. Root bound plants

Poor Root Health - Ex. Encircling/ Girdling Roots

Poor Tree Structure  – Tight-crotched 

Trees & Included bark

Ex. Boxwood Blight

Ex. Deep root flare – Compacted & Dry Soil
(Photo taken in Lexington, Kentucky)
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Determining Value of Existing Trees

Tree Appraisals
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Additional Plant Material 

Replacement Costs 

Determining Value of Existing Trees
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QUESTIONS???
Feel Free to Download This Presentation or any other in PDF 

format from my Website at: 

h t t p : / / w w w. p l a - d e s i g n . c o m / d o w n l o a d s . h t m l
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